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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
August 14, 2024 

 
 

To:   Casey Brannon, Supervisor, District I 
   Trey Baxter, Supervisor, District II 
   Gerald Steen, Supervisor, District III 
   Karl Banks, Supervisor, District IV 
   Paul Griffin, Supervisor, District V 
 
 

From:  Tim Bryan, P.E., PTOE 
     County Engineer  

 
 

Re:  Private Utility Permit 
  Whitworth Farms  

 Old Highway 51 
    

Whitworth Farms requests to open cut Old Highway 51 to install a 15” private water main from a 
pond on the east side of Old Hwy 51 to a new pivot irrigation system on the west side.  This 
request requires a variance from the County’s policy governing the installation of utilities within 
the limits of county rights-of-way.  This policy requires that all utility crossings of existing asphalt 
roads be bored but this applicant is requesting that the Board allow them to open cut the road. 
 
If the Board elects to allow for this variance, the Engineering Department will have an inspector 
on site during the backfill of the trench to make sure that it is backfilled in a manner to reduce the 
road settling to the maximum extent possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CASEY BRANNON          TREY BAXTER         GERALD STEEN        KARL M. BANKS      PAUL GRIFFIN 
       District One                  District Two                District Three                District Four           District Five 





timothy.bryan
Approved





Exhibit A to Permit Application – Additional Information 
  

1. The road cutting and trenching, encased pipe and wire installation, and road 
repair would generally be performed as follows: excavate thru roadway, 
install cased pipe and conduit for wire, backfill, crusher run base aggregate 
and asphalt patch on top. 

a. The main pipe will be 15” PIP (Plastic Irrigation Pipe) with a 100# PSI 
rating. 

b. The casing will be 24” steel casing pipe with a 0.375” wall that is seam 
welded on site. 

c. Road to be saw cut on each side of the trench so that there is a neat 
edge before removing existing asphalt. 

d. The trench will be a minimum of  78” in width (or a lesser width, if, and 
as, approved onsite by the Madison County Engineering Inspector), 
provide for a minimum depth of bury that is 48” from the top of the 
casement pipe to the bottom of the lowest adjacent grade (typically, 
the bottom of adjacent ditches) and extend a minimum of 10 feet on 
each side of the outside edge of pavement. 

e. Crusher run based aggregate filler to be #610 installed in maximum 
12” lifts and compacted with a plate tamp. 

f. Asphalt patch to be SC-1 type 8 or 9.5 mm asphalt with a minimum 
depth of 6”. 

g. Time to complete would likely be 8am until sometime between 8am 
and noon the following day. 

h. Work to be performed by a licensed and bonded contractor. 
i. See attached drawing generally reflecting the completed work. 

 
2. A MUTCD compliant traffic control plan and detour route will be 

implemented in a manner substantially similar to that in effect during the 
closure of the Loves Creek bridge with the work site location being the 
equivalent of the bridge location, as reflected in the attached “TCP From 
Bridge Project” pdf. Note – Old Highway 51 is also known as Oak(s) Road and 
the Loves Creek bridge is located approximately 2,350 feet south of the work 
site. 
 

3. Contact shall be made with the Madison County Engineering Inspector, 
Shelton Marberry, at 601-906-1922 a minimum of 24 hours prior to any work 
commencing on the site.   
 
  

4.   The described work is necessary to facilitate, on a cost-effective basis, the 
installation of an approximate 312.70-acre irrigation system with the lake 
water and electricity sources being on the east side of Old Highway 51 and 
the center pivot irrigation system being in the field on the west side of Old 



Highway 51. If the work is not permitted as described with the road 
cutting, trenching, and repair, the center pivot system cannot be 
justified because dry-jack boring and encasing the 15” PIP pipe would be 
cost prohibitive. 
 

5. Whitworth Farms Limited Partnership (“WFLP”) owns the land on both sides 
of Old Highway 51 for almost two (2) miles, including the point of crossing 
where the work is to be performed. 

 
6. Old Highway 51 is very lightly traveled. This is especially true at the point 

where the described work is to be performed, which is between Highway 17 
and Bill Pressley Road. Highway 17 and Bill Pressley Road each connect Old 
Highway 51 to U.S. Highway 51, which runs parallel to Old Highway 51 about 
a mile to the west. This stretch of Old Highway 51 was closed recently to 
through traffic for over a year when the Loves Creek bridge was being 
repaired. The closure for approximately a day and a half (possibly only for a 
few hours without the concrete patch) to do the described work would 
hopefully prove to be a minor inconvenience at most. 

 
7. WFLP and the Whitworth family have owned and farmed this and other north 

Madison County property for many decades. For 2023, WFLP paid Madison 
County property taxes of $29,300.45, which is consistent with the property 
tax amount paid in recent years.  
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Old Highway 51: Head-On View (North/South)

Old Highway 51: Cross-Sectional View (East/West)
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Exhibit A: Drawing Attachment 
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BARR ICADE ACROSS ENT IRE ROADWAY (50+/- OUTS! DE OF PROJECT L IMITS) 
DETOUR (LEFT) 
DETOUR (R IGHT) 
DETOUR AHEAD 
END DETOUR 

1. ALL SIGNS AND DEVICES SHALL CONFORM TO "MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES" 
LATEST EDITION.

2. CONTRACTORS SHALL INSTALL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SUCH AS SIGNS, BARRICADES, CONES, DRUMS 
LIGHTS, FLASHERS, AND PROVIDE FLAGGERS AS REQUIRED TO SAFEGUARD AND DIRECT TRAFFIC. !WHENEVER 
FLAGGERS ARE USED. INSTALL "FLAGGER AHEAD" SIGN EXCEPT DURING BRIEF PERIODS OR
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS.

3. THE SIGNS AND DEVICES REOUIRED HEREON ARE A MINIMUM REOUIREMENTS AND IT SHALL BE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION OF THE CONTRACTOR TO DETERMINE AND PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL 
DEVICES RE(lUIRED TO SAFEGUARD THE PUBLIC.

4. TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SHALL BE INSTALLED WHENEVER NECESSARY REMAIN IN PLACE AS LONG AS 
THEY ARE NEEDED, AND BE REMOVED IMMEDIATELY WHEN THE NEED CEASES.

5. INSTALLATION OF SIGNS AND BARRICADES SHALL CONFORM TO STANDARD DRAWING NOS. 6358 AND      
SA-TSP-1.

6.PAY FOR INSTALLATION MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES WILL BE MADE UNDER 
PAY ITEM NOS. S-618-A AND S-618-B.

7.CONTRACTOR SHALL INSTALL ADVANCE WARNING SIGNS SUCH AS - WATCH FOR TRUCKS, TRUCKS TURNING, 
TRUCKS CROSSING, ETC. AND PLACE FLAGGERS AS DIRECTED BY THE LSBP ENGINEER ALONG PUBLIC ROADS 
ON EACH SIDE OF BORROW PIT ENTRANCE OR CROSSING OF PUBLIC ROADS.

8. SEE SPECIAL PROVISION NO. 901-S-618-1 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.
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OAK ROAD TRAFFIC CONTROL PLAN 
LSBP-45(20) MADISON COUNTY SHEET NO. 3A 




